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M9g:<S& T is not to be doubted, but thar 
DE the Papiſts (againſt whom the 
&QY Penal Laws were moſt ſharp) 
are and will be watchful to im- 
prove to their utmoſt adyan- 
rage, His Majeſties Declara - 
* tion of Indulgence; wherein 
he grants Liberty to all ſorts 
of Diſſenters from the Church of England, to ex- 
erciſe their Religions, and ſuſpends the Execu- 
tion of the Penal Laws in force againſt them. 
They will now ſo much the more induſtriouſly ſer 
themſelves to ſedace Proteſtants, ſince they may 
ſecurely own and defend their Perſwaſions, and 
even their Prieſts openly act in all parts their Fun- 
&ion, which was before no leſs than Capital in 
any of His Majeſties Subjects, If the induſtry we 


expe from them meet not with a proportionable 
A 2 zeal 


a Art. 6. 


b 2 Tim 3-15, 


c Artic. 13- 


Coufins Sch. 
DP1c. 


d Art, ©, 
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zeal in all true Proteſtants, it; will not be hard to 
conjecture what the Succeſs will be, when the 
Attacque is vigorous and induſtrious, and the De- 
fence faint and negligent, And therefore I think 
it cannot be unſeaſonable to offer a few Motives 
to the ſtirring up the zeal, and awakening the 
prudence of all ſuch Proteſtants as fear God, and 
love the King, the Church, or themſelves, as well 
as to. arm them with ſome Arguments for their 
own confirmation in the grounds of Proteſtancy, 
in oppoſition to Popery. 


IT. The firſt Conſideration ſhall be that of Dyu- 
ty to Almighty God, who has made us Members 
of a Chriſtian Church, in which we may afſuredly 
find Salvation if we continue an it, and live ac- 
cording to its Rules and Precepts. This Chriſtian 
Church our Holy Mother has no other Rule of 
Faith and Practice than the Holy (a) Scripture, of 
which, when leſs was written than we have now 
in our hands, S Pal (b) ſaid then, they were able 
za make men wiſe unto ſalvation, It receives for Ca- 
nonical Scripture neither leſs nor more than thoſe 
Books (c) of whoſe authority there was never any doubt 
in the Church, yielding herein as much to Univerſal 
Tradition as any Church in the world - much more 
than the Roman does, who obtrudes her particular 
DiQtates and moſt notorions Innovations for the 
Fundamentals, of the Catholic Faith, It profeſles 
the ſame Faith and no more than what all Chri- 
ftians have made the Badge and Symbol of their 
Profeſſion, namely that which is briefly compris'd 
in the (4) Apoſties Creed, explain'd in mow 0» 

thers 


thers which-are called the Nicene and Athanaſjan, 

and proved by the Holy Scriptures.taken in: that 

ſenſe which is evident in the- Text to any indif- 

ferent judgment, and approved by the conſent of 

the (e) Univerſal Church, the Decrees of the « Fewcts 434, 
firſt General Councils and Writings of the Fa- 

thers., = 

We are Members of a Church where are uſed 

the ſame (f) Sacraments which Chriſt expreſly left « 4... .;. 

in his Church, and no other, We worſbjp the only chatechiſn in 
(2) God, as we are taught to believe in him, and 
noother. Our Adminiſtration of this Worſhip and * 

of theſe Sacraments is in a (h) Language under- ,,, ,,,,, 
ſtood by all thoſe that are concerned in them, be. 7, +. 
ing performed with ſuch (;) Rites as are agreeable Prefice a 
tothe Word of God, being for Decency and Or- e».. pergs 
der; and we uſe them not as-neceſſary in them- £7. 
ſelves, but in obedience to that Authority which 

God has given toevery particular Church oyer its 

own Members. (4) Our Diſcipline likewiſe is ac- þ 4... ,. 
cording to the Scripture Rule, and Primitive Pat- £ 
terns, as far as the looſenefs of this. Age will 

bear ; and if this has weakned the Diſcipline of 

our Church, we believe it has the ſame effe& even ,,,,,;, .. 
in thoſe of the Roman Communion, and had v6 Liz, 
no leſs in the Church of (rinthin the Apoſtles 

times, 

An4 for the (1) Perſons who are employed in,, , __ 
the Miniſtry of Gods Worſhip and Sacraments, prays Pen 
and in the feeding and gaverning of the Flock of 4; 36. 
Chriſt , they are lawfully called to their Office prapedirery 
and Miniſtry , and are conſecrated and ordained 


according to the Scriptures, and Canons of the 
Uni» 


m Aye. 27, 
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Univerſal Church: | and we ſhew the Succeſſion of 
our Biſhops tothe Apoſtles of Chriſt, as fully as ic 
can be ſhews in any other Church at this day, 
Laſtly, We are members of a Church, which 
aboye all other Conſtitutions in the Chriſtian 
World enforces the great duties of (7) obedience 


puns Charles 2nd ſubmiſſion to the Magiſtrate , and teaches 


Letter to the 


Prince, 


to be ſubjet not only for wrath, but Conſcience 
ake, 

In all theſe reſpe&ts our Church holds a Com. 
munion with all true Churches of Chriſt thar are 
or have been in the World, and is together with 
them a true Member of that holy Catholic Apo- 
ſtolic Church which was from the beginning, and 
will be to the end, 

As we paſs not ſevere cenſures on other 
Churches, . though exceedingly erroneous, and are 
for that charity unworthily repaid by the moſt 
criminal, that of Rowe : Soare weexcommunicated 
by none that we know of, but Herz, The Pope 
hereindealing with us as he does with all other 


n Bulls Cene; Chriſtians in the (») World, namely, with moſt 


oO Fude 3. 
Ex.5.1. 


of the European Churches, and all in other parts, 
except thoſe few whom he has gained of late by 
his Mifhionaries, 

The common Cauſe for which we ſuffer is no- 
thing elſe but the defence of the (o) Faith which was 
once delivered to the Saints, and of that Liberty where- 
with Chrift has made #s free 5 againſt thofe additional 
Articles which he would intrude into the one, and 


- that Anti-chriſtian Yoke which he would impoſe 


The difference between our caſe and that of our 
fellow 


in oppolition to Poperp? 
fellow Chriſtians who ſuffer with us is only this ; 
that they are ſhut out from Heaven as far as the 
Popes Cenſures can do it, for they know not 
what, many of them, even Millions in the remoter 
parts, having never ſo much as heard of him, or his 
pretenſtons, whereas we know them too well by 
woful Experience. 

It is not much more than an hundred years fince 
that our Anceſtors were under his Tyranny, which 
as their Fathers had inſenſiby drawn upon them- 
ſelves, by their deference to the See of Rowe, from 
whence the Saxons had partly (p) their Conver. p Ethelbert 
fion ; ſothey having endured it as long as they Tc, 
were able, after many fruitleſs endeavours: tO England. 
make it tolerable , at laſt with one (q) conſent dnp tr 
threw the Yoke off their necks. afvice of the 

Our Church being thus freed from the Uſurpa- Parliament 
tions of Rowe by them who were deeply (y) im- 277<mviet” 
merſed in the errors and corruptions of it,. the beſt - yerb.Hijt of 
uſe they could make of their liberty was this, to Hen. *: Spe. 
reſtore the primitive purity of the Chriſtian Faith ***"> ** 
and Worſhip, which ignorance and intereſt had 
fataliy depraved, Indeed, 'twas morally impoſ* 
ſible that they ſhould paſs untainted/ through ſo \Guicciard. 
many Ages of darkneſs, when the Popes given had 
up to profligate ( f\ vice ſeem'd to drive on no4 2.c. 12. 
other deſign but for Wealth and Dominion, when 79:4? 
ſcarce any in their Communion. underſtood the conc. conſe; 
Originals-of Scripture: when thoſe thar governed e/s. 11. 
were (o jealous: of it, that: they would not ſuffer 745%: © 
any (z) Tranſlation,. but the Latine which was iz. 7: & 


R ; Clem S, in the” 
overgrown the mean while (as they now confeſs.) Preficesof 


with many thouſands of Corruptions, their Book. 
I1.Ha- 
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II. Having confidered the Obligation we have 
to the Religion. we profeſs, :it may be ſeaſonable 
next to reflect on the:'Religion to which we are 

u Concit71j- Invited, 7 
dent, Seſs. 25. Wee. are. invited to one that recals: us to the 
Bell, df 48+ Tdolatrous practice of the heathen World, to 
(s) pray uhto our fellow Creatures canonized, to 
x Cofer, Em Saints and Heroes, ro. worſhip Images , and fall 
zrovrſ c.s. down to the ſtock of a tree. Nay to the worſhip- 
de Euch p.39.-ping of the conſecrated: hoft, which by the confeſ- 
one Sie. 13, 1100 Of (x) Cofter, the. Jeſuire, and Some others, 
Bell, de Euch.'iS a more ſtupid Idolatry then the worſt of the Hea- 
thens were ever guilty of, incaſe Tranſubſtantia- 
tion cannot bee made out. Nowthat Tranſublttan- 
tiation is not real, we have all the evidence that 
we are capable of, the teſtimony of our reaſon and 
our ſ{enfes, The abſurd and: monſtrous conſequen- 
ces of: that Doctrine will.fll Volumes, a great 
part of which are with great truth and juſtice 
drawn together by Dr. 3revint in his late Tra& 
entituled,, The depth and myſtery ofthe Roman 
Maſs. S271 16 uy: STEM 

We are :invited to a Religion that takes from 

us contrary to the expreſs words of our Saviours 
y Concil- Con« Inſtatution ,(y) half of the Sacrament of che 
PR Euchariſt.  'To a Church that revives the Heathen 
Bell de Euch, Perſecution of taking away our (& ) Bibles, and 
.+ ,; Would involve every Lay-man . in. the guilt of 
5robih, reg. 4, being a * Traditor, the next ſtep: in the account 
Bell deverio of the Primitive: Church to Apoltacy from 'the 
-/ Lok nic. Chriſtian Faith. ' We are invited to! a Church, 
vitan, { 1. _ that as it takes away-the Scriptures and half the 
Cont. Parmen, Com- 


wore wg * 
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Communion, robs likewiſe of the benefic of the 
Publick Prayers, putting the Offices in an un- 
known Þ Tongue, cinfomuch that when about + 27747. 1 
thirteen years ago ſome of the Prelates of the {#779594 © 
Church of Frazce had taken care to tranſlate the r;;{err. > 
Licurgy and Scripture into the vulgar Tongue, 5/4 7:7 5. 
Cherubins 044 
Pope ( 4) Alexander the ſeventh damns the Ar- ;;, 7,,. :. 
tempt, and under pain of Excommunication com- p. 3't- | 
mands all perſons to bring in their Books to be — 
publicly burnt, We are tempted to a Religion, je; ſſ-mb!e 
which contrary to the command of 2r3izg all things, tay 
and holding faſt that which is good, and paying to {7% ; paris es 
God 4 reafunable ſervice, enjoyns an (6b) implicite 4r. 1659. & 
Faith and blind Obedience: to a Religion that j*'; ,, «,,. 
inſtead of the guidance of the Word of God, ſets yz. 4. 
up an (c) infallible Judge and Arbitrator of all « ze. 4: 
Docrines, the Pope of Rowe: Which inſtead of Ecc:/-1. 3- 
the faith once delivered to the Saints adds ( d ) new 4 744: 3, 
Articles of Faith, which inſtead of that one pro- 
pitiation made by Chriſt, - and the condition 
thereyf Faith and Repentance, ſets remiſſion of 
fins upon terms, and propoſes that git of God 
to be bought with Money in the vile Marker 
of (e) Indulgences, for inſtance (f) Sacriledge « B:!«. 4: 
is valued at ſeven grofles , Inceſt five , Simony **s- & '-, 
ſever, Perjury fix, Murder five, and ſo on in pry ps 
the Tax of the Apoſtolic Chancery. 
We are invited to a Church where we mui 
be Schiſmatics that we may be Catholics, and 
adhere to the (g) Roman in oppoſition to all , pate. 4: 
other; that is tothe Catholic Church. Ecclt]. {. 3. 
'Twere endleſs by retail to reckon up the 
Errors and the Guilts to which we are invited ; 


B the 


h Church Hiſt. 
of Britany. 


iCurtizs. 
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the fond ridiculous Rites, the ſuperſtitious, 
burthenſom and heatheniſh Ceremonies, the 
Exorciſms and Conjurations, the Blaſphemies 
and forged Miracles, Cheats and pious Frauds, 
the Lies and Stories ſtupid and impoſhble as Amadis 
de Gaul, the Knight of the Sun, or the Seven 
Champions , witneſs the Golden Legend, the Lives 
of the Saints, of S. Francis, Bruno, S. Dominic and 
infinite others, or if we have a mind to a Ro- 
mance of our own, the long Tale of a Tub 
which (4h) Father Serenw Creſſy has lately pur 
out borrowed from Father Alford; the impro- 
bable, that is, the greater Miracles, as he 
tells us, being omitted becauſe of the unbelief 
of the Heretics; and yet enow are left to 
weary the credulity of the moſt ſanguine Catholic: 
Wherein alſo, as he tells us, we may ſee the 
Faith of our Forefathers, and truly we have 
great reaſon to thank him for the proſpet, which 
gives us ſtrong inducements in ſo unequal a com- 
petition, to retein our OWN, 

Notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid, there 
are a ſort of pacific Writers, who repreſent 
the Docrines of the Church of Rowe under a 
fairer light, and would have us believe they 
have a better meaning than is uſually ſuggeſted, 
And God forbid that we ſhould take things by 
the worſt handle, or make that breach wider, 
whoſe cloſure we ſhould endeavour to make up 
witha zeal equal to that of the gallant (z) Roman, 
who threw himſelf on behalf of his Country into 
the gaping Gulf, Indeed no price can be too great 
for Peace, but only Truth; the which we may 

not 


in oppolition to Popery. 


not part with for all the tempting charms of 
Charity and Love: and God knows, in the 
preſent caſe 'tis evident, that the excuſes which 
are fram'd in the Romaniſts behalf are ſhort and 
frivolous ; nor beſides can any man be eſteem'd 
a Roman Catholic by admitting the Doctrines 
of that Church in his own private or ſome more 
robable Doctors, but in the public ſenſe. And 
ad theſe undertakers in the Catholic Cauſe 
power to diſpenſe therein according to that 
Candor which many of them make ſhew of, we 
might attend to what is ſaid; but we are well 
aſlur'd, that all theſe fair words can fignifie 
nothing but are merely a bait and ſnare laid to 
draw in the eafie Profelyte: for when he's re- 
concil'd and brought into the boſom of the 
Church, theſe. painted ſhews are preſently waſh 
off, and all conceſſions immediately retracted , 
the Convert mult then learn the Colliers Creed, 
believe as the Church believes, and St. Peter's 
Key which threw the gate open to admit into the 
Church, will ſhut the Priſoner in: and the 
Child which had a piece of money given him 
ro keep him quiet, ſhall ſoon after have ir 
call'd for back again, and be aw'd with the 
rod, if he repine or murmur. So that "twill be 
a frivolous Project to talk of a reconcilement 
with the Church of Rome, till ſhe firſt conform 
herſelf ro Truth, and a Conviction, and much 
more a Reformation muſt here be impoſſible, 
where the groſſeſt Errors are joyn'd with an Af- 
ſurance of being free from any, nay, a Perſua- 

ſion of being infallible, 
B 2 IV. The 
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IVY. The Motive which deſerves the next place- 


is the Safety of the King's Perſon, and the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown, which hath no higher or 
more neceſlary appendent thai his Supremacy 
in his Dominions in all Cauſes Ecclefraftical 
"IE and Secular, according to the powers inveſted 
cm in the (4) Jewiſh Kings under the Law, and ex- 
! conſt. Thead, Efciſed by the firſt (/) Chriſtian Emperours, 
Fujiin &. Tis obviouſly known how deſtructive both to 
itſelf and the Community is the Partnerſhip of 
Regal Power; but this muſt be infinitely miſ- 
chievous when ſhared by a Foreiner, whoſe in- 


rereſts are neceſſarily contrary to thoſe of our. 


Prince and Nation, as the Popes certainly are, 
But this miſchief ſtays not within the aforefaid 
bounds ; for the Pope is not content with a 
bare Co-ordination, but demarids the Preference 
— ſor his ſpiritual Sword, and claims a power to 
Suer 4ud."ud. depoſe Kings and diſpoſe of Kingdoms, 
Fobar. reſp-a4 This we learn at large from. (»») Bellarmin, 
mw fel, Suarez, Turrecremata, Card. Perron”, Them. Aqtin, 
fl. cath. l. 3. Ledeſma, Malderius, tO paſs by innameradle. ot ers, 
EEE ,.a whoſe Works were pnbliſhr by Authority, 


Ther. Aquin. and ſo own'd as conſonant ro the Dodtrines of 
4 423.2. the Church, to which may be added the Pope's 


1:d.f Thc, Definition, who makes it authentic Law. in 


nor. :r2#. -. thefe words we fay and' define and protmumee that it it 
Idry * 4 . 

qe; abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation for every haman Cree 

gat 1. ture to be ſubje# to rbe Biſhop of Rome \ and this 

n R—_ Law of Pope (») BFeniface the Eighth's making, 

014100 184%? : ., 

vedicmiac. 1. he effetaally commented on himſelf, of whom 

_ [raim. (g). Platins (ays; That be made it his buſtefs 70 

s) ! nA . 

reg ;. give and take away Kingdoms , to expel' men and 
refloxe 


* 
Fg 


in oppolition t6 Poptry. it 

reſtore them « his pleaſare; All which , that it 

might want no Sanction or Aathority to render 

it. the Doctrine of the Chnrch, is juſtified in the | 

third and fourth (p) Laterew Coimtil, the Council PR 

of Lions, the Council of /onfterce, all which cont. x7. 

call themſelves General, and therefore ſpeak the #. 46'. £onctl. 

Doarine of the Church, | m— 
What has. been. done in this kind fince the concil.Lugd.r, 

days of | Gregory the Seventh throughout Europe req ne 

would fill a large Volume, in the b#re Narra- Conf 5:(s. 17. 

tion, whoever has 2 mind to fee 'thoſe black mn: 19-p 455- 

Annals need not conſult Proteſtant Writers, but ©* *© 

read Baronini Or Pletine, and there he will ſatisfie 

himſelf. Behold at_ large the laft- and greater 

Triumphs of the Capitol: Crowns and Sceprers 

and the necks of Emperors and Kings trampled 

upon in great Self-denial by Chrif's humble'Vicar, 

their Realms and Countries taken from them 

and involv'd in blood by the Lieutenant of the 

Prince of Peace : Subjects diſcharg'd from their 

Allegiance in the right of him, who himſelf 

diſown'sd the being a divider and a Judge ; and 

in a word, the whole world made- his Kingdom, 

who pretends his intereſt deriv'd from our Lord 

Jeſmw, who difclaim'd the having a kingdom of 

this World, So that it was not ſaid amiſs by-: 

Paſſavantine ,  T hat the Devil made terider of all the 

Kingdoms of the World and the glory of them to out 

Lord Chriſt, but he : refuſed them; afterwards he 

made the ſame. offer to his Vicar the Pope, and he 

preſently accepted tt y with the Contition annext of 

falling down and werſbippineg. The Engliſh Reader 

who deſires to. be fatisfied in niattex of Fa - 

may 
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r Ad moniſh» 
$9 the Nobility, 
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may. pleaſe to conſult the (9 ) Hiſtory of Popifh 
Treaſons and Uſurpations not long ſince written b 
Mr. Foals, to. paſs by others who have alfo 
dealt .in that Subje&, 

- Ar preſent I ſhall only add that 'although onr 
neighbouring Princes have difficulty enough given 
chem by this Univerial Monarch , who like his 
Predeceflors in Heathen Rome, makes it a piece of 
his Prerogative to have Kings his Vaſlals, yer 
they. often. help themſelves: by ſome Advantages 
which our: Soyereign.is not allowed, The moſt 
Chriſtian King has his Capitularies, Pragmatic 
Sanftions, Concordats, and the Privileges of the 
Gallican Church to plead -upon occaſion. And his 
Catholic Majefty as the! eldeſt Son of the Church 
has, ſevera). Rights of Primogeniture, eſpecially 
in the Kingdom of Sicily, But the Crown of Exs- 
land is not to be treated with ſuch reſpe&t: it alas 
ever ſince the days of Henry the Second or at leaſt 
King Jehn is held.in fee of the Pope, and we are 
in hazard to be called unto account for the Ar- 
rear of 1000 Marks per Annum payable ever (ince 
that time: And Cardinal (r) A/{z has given it 
for good Canon Law, That without the approbation 
of the See Hpoſtolic none can be lawful King or Queen of 
England by reaſon of the antient Accord made between 
Alexander the. Third in the year 1171. - and Henry 
the Second then King, when he was abſolv d for the death 
of S. Thomas wy Canterbury: Ti hat no- man mi ht 
lawfully take that Crown, nor be accounted as King, 
zill he were confirmed by the Soveraign Paſtor of onr 
ſouls which for the time ſhould be 5 © This accord being 
efterwards renewed about the year $210 by King ys” { 

who 


LM 
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who confirmed. the ſame by oath to Pandulphns the 
Popes Legate at the ſpecial requeſt and procurement of 
the Lords and Commons as a thing moſt neceſſary for 
the preſervation of the Realm from the unjuſt uſurpation 
of Tyrants, and avoiding other inconveniences whic 

they had proved, 8&c, But if this be but the ſingle 
Opinion of a probable Door, we may have the 


ſame aſſerted by an infallible one, Pope (Cl) unocent fas Paris, 


the Fourth, who before his College of Cardinals, 
and therefore in likelihood t Cathedra, declares, 
that the King of England was his Vaſſal, nay, to ſpeak 
truth, his Slave, From hence it 1s that the ſuc- 
ceeding Popes have been ſo free on all occaſions of 
turning out of doors theſe their Tenants upon every 
Diſpleaſure and little pet. Not to mention the 
old Miſ-adventures of KXichard the Second, King 


No 1253s 


Tohn, &c. Hence it was that (z) Paul the Third t Cherubin/ 

ſent againſt King Hexry the Eighth, in the year © Tom 1. 
bd bd . Pp. 704, 

1538. his zerrible thundering Bull, as the Author 11;4. conc. 


of the Hiſtory of the Council of Trent calls it, 
ſuch as never was uſed by his Predeceſſors nor imitated 
by his Succeſſors ,, in the Puniſhments to the King were 
deprivation of his Kingdom, and to his adherents of what- 
ſever they poſſeſt, commanaing his Subjetts to deny him 
Obedience, and Strangers to have any Commerce in that 
Kingdom, apd all totake Arms againſt, and to perſecute 
both himſelf and hu followers, granting them their E- 
ſlates and Goods for their prey, and their Perſons for their 
Slaves, 
would not acknowledge Queen Elizabeth, becauſe 
the Kingdom was : Fee of the Papacy, and 1t was au- 
daciouſly done * her to aſſume it without his leave: 
And therefore (x) Pius the Fifth went on,. and 

| fairly 


Trent.l, i Ax. 


1538, 


Upon like terms (1) Paul the Fourth » Hiſt. Conc.of 


T- ens. an i555 
x Cambd.Elix, 


An. 1570, 


Cherubini bul- 


lar. Tom, 2, 
P. 393, 
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fairly depoſed her by his Bull, dated Feby. 25. 
' r570, but 'becauſe: the ſtubborn Woman noel 


* 5 Thuan. 1.64. needs be Queen far all this, Pope(y) Gregory the 


{- Thirteenth depoſes her again, and having two 
hopeful Baſtards to provide for, to the one: he 
gives the: Kingdom of England, to the other thar 
of Ireland, Nor was ſhe nnqueen'd enough by all 


2Cambd,E!;7. this, but (z) Sextus Qurntws o1ves away her Domi- 


 nions once more to the King of $Spaiz: and after 
'all whennothing ofall this would thrive, * cle- 
ment the Eighth ſends two Breves for failing into 
England, one to the Laity, the other to the Cler- 

y, commanding them not to admit any other 
Goes Catholic, though never ſo near in blood, to 
the Succeffion; in plain terms, to exclude the 
Family of our Sovereign from the Crown. In 


t Dar May 30. the year 1626.. | Urban the Eighth forbids his be. 
Foulis p. 725, loved Sons, the Catholics of England, the pernicious 


and unlawful Oath of Allegiance. Yet more, in the 
late unnatural Rebellion in 7rc/i2d the Loyal Ca- 
tholics, as now they call themſelves, ſubmitted 
that ynhappy Kingdom to his aforefaid Holiaeſs 


a Lord Orre- Pape (a) Urban, to paſs by other offers no leſs 


treafonable: and after thar, as we are credibly 
informed, Pope 1amocent the Tenth beſtowed ir 
a Favour on his dear Siſter, and much dearer 
Milirix Downs Ohwaie. And fure we have all the 
reaſon,in the. world to b:lieve that every thing of 
this will be done again when the old Gentleman 
at Rome is pleafed to be angry next, has a wind 
to oratifie a neighbonr Peince, or wants a Portion 
for a Son,. or 2 Favaur for a Miſtris, And as.it is, 
the Papiſts of £zel/and have but this one excuſe oe 
that 


7” —— 
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that mortal ſin of obedience to their Heretic Prince; 


(b) that. they are not ftrong enough to carry a Rebellion: b Wat{ons 


And truly 'twere great pity theſe men ſhould be en. 
truſted with more power, who give us ſo many 


warnings beforehand how they are bound to uſe it, ##4,49d o59ern 


But to all this the Roman Catholics have one 
ſhort reply , That they are the moſt Loyal Sub. 
jets of his Majeſty : and have ſignally approved 
their duty by their ſervice and fidelity in the laſt 
War, To this I ſay in ſhort, that as bad as Pope- 
ry is, I donot think it can eradicate in all its Vo- 
taries their natural conſcience ; no Plague was e- 
ver ſo fatal as to leave no Perfon uninfe&ed, but 
alwayes ſome have ſcap't its fury. The caſe is 


fully ſtated by King (c) Fames of famous memory, « ring ]:ms 
as 0n one part, many honeſt men, ſeduced with ſome Ey- bi w% ks, 
rors of Popery , may yet remain good and faithful Sub- ® 5©4. 


jets 3 ſoon the other part, none of thoſe that truly know 
and believe the whole grounds and School concluſions of 
their Deftrines, can ever prove either good Chriſtians, or 
good Subjets, To ſpeak the plain truth, and whar 
the inſolent boaſts of Papiſts makes neceſſary ro 
be told them,j whatever was done then, was no 
trial at all of Loyalty: The late Rebels found ir 
neceſſary for the countenancing their cauſe to 
make a loud pretence againſt Popery, and to 
have the benefit of ſpoiling them : So that the 
Roman Catholics did not ſo much give affiſtance 
to the King, as receive Prote@ion from him, 
When they ſhall have adher'd to their Prince in 
ſpight of the commands of their holy Father the 
Pope, and defended their Sovereign and his Rights, 
when it was not their intereſt to do it, they will 


- C have 
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have ſomewhat worth the boaſting , As the caſe 
now ſtands, they had better hold their peace, and 
remember that the Sons of another Church ſerved 
their King. as faithfully as they, though they 
talk leſs of it, But ſince they will needs have 
the World know what good Subje&s they have 
been, let them take this ſhort account from the 
An{wer to the (a) Apolozy for the Papiſts, Printed 
An. 1667, . In Ireland there were whole CArmics « 
7 and Engliſh that fought .againſs his Majeſty 
ſolely upon the account of your Religion. In England 
it is true ſome came in voluntarily to aſſiſt him, but 
many more of you were hunted into his Garriſons by 
them that knew you would bring him little help, and 
much hatred. And of theſe to fought for him as 
long as his Fortune ſtood , when that once declined, a 
oreat part even of them fell from him. And from 
that time forward yon that were always all deemw'd 
Cavaliers where were you” In all thoſe weak efforts 
of gaſping Loyalty what did you? Tou complied , and 
Hartered, and gave fuggared words. to the Rebels then, 
43 you as to the Royalliſis riow';, You aaarcſſed your 
Petitions to the Supreme Authority of this Nation the 
Parliament of the (ommonwealth of England, You 
affirmed that you had generally taken, and puntitually 
cept the Engagement. Tow promiſed, that if you might 
but enjoy your Religion , © you would be the miſt quiet 
and ujeful Subjetis of England, You prov'd it in 
theſe words: The Papiſls of England wonld be bound 
by their own intereſt, the ſirongefs Obligation among [ 
wiſe men, to live peaceably and thankfully in the pri- 
vate exerciſe. of their Conſcience, and becoming gai- 
mers by ſuch conpaſſions, they cenld not fo reaſonably 


be 
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be diſtrufted az the Prelatic Party which were loſers, 
If this be not enough to evidence the ſingular 
loyalty of Papiſts in the late War, they may 
hear a great deal more of their vertue celebrated 
from their Petitions and public Writings in my 
(e) Lord Orrerys anſwer to Peter Welſh hi Letter... p,. .... 
And becauſe in thoſe. Writings they are ſo ready «c.* * 
to throw the firſt ſtone againſt the lace Regicides, 
they would do well to clear themſelves from the 
puiie of that Sacred bloud which is charged 

ome upon them by the Anſwerer of (f) Philanax * pag. «5 
Anglicss , who has not yet been concrouled for 
that accuſation, 


V. To this barbarous infolence of Excommu- 
nicating and Depoſing Kings may ſocceed the 
uſual conſequent of that, but greater prodigy 
of Tyranny , the putting whole Nations under In- 
terdift, and depriving them of all the Offices and 
comforts of Religion, and that generally with- 
out any other provocation, than that the Prince 
has infiſted on his juſt rights, or the people per- 
formed their neceſſary duty. Hiſtory is full of 
inſtances hereof, Within the compaſs of one 
Age, I mean the eleventh (g) Century, almoſt _ 
all che Nations of Exrope fell under this BG EE 
pline, France, England, Scotland, Spain, and Germa- 
ny; and ſome of them ſeveral times. over, and 
ſo it has gone down in following Ages. The 
nature of the puniſhment we may learn from 
(b) Matthew Paru , who diſcribing the Interdi@ ,, , oz. 
in the days of King Fohz, which laſted amongft 
'us for fix years, three months, and fourteen 


C 2 days. 
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days, There ceaſed throughout England all Eccleſie 
aſtrcal Rites, Abſolution and the Euchariſt to perſons 
in their laſt Agonies , the baptizing of Infants only 
excepied: alſo the bodies of the dead were adraz'd out 
of Cities and Villages, and buried like the Carkaſſes of 
Dogs in the high-ways and ditches without any prayers 
or the Sacerdotal Miniſtry, One would imagine 
that he who pretends to hold his Empire from 
the Charter of paſce oves, the feeding of Chriſts 
Sheep would find himſelf concerned not to de- 
troy and ſtarve them, or withhold from them 
their ſpiritual food for almoſt ſeven years together, 
an unuſual preſcript for abſtinence in order unto 
health, Burt we may not wonder at all this, 
for () paſce oves with a Roman Comment means 
all Coercion and Dominion; and they who 
take away the Scriptures and half the Commu- 
nion from the Layty are not to be controul'd, if 
they alſo withhold the other offices. of piety. 


VI. A farther conſideration may be the Laws 
of the Land, which in caſe of Popery muſt be 
content to truckle under the Canon Law, and 
occaſional Bulls of. his Holineſs, or Legantine 
Commiſfions, The proceedings of ' the Courts 
in- weſtminſler veiling to Prohibitions and Ap. 
peals to Rome , againſt which a Premunire will 
be a weak fence in bar to the plenitude of the 
Apoſtolic Power; 'and to murmur or. diſpute 
any. thing. will be eſpecially to new- Converts, 
ihterpreted Herefie, a word of fo ſharp an im- 
pottance, as not, to need a Comment. There 
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the long Robe were in that mean eſtate as to 

' ply at Weſtminſter Hall Gate as now Watermen 

: do at the Stairs for a Fare, let the PraQticioners 

| in that noble Profeſſion conlider whether ſome 

| fuch thing would not in earneſt be the conſequent 

, of Popery. And the reſt of the People of England 

would do well to think whether they are fitted 

for a Journey to Kome, as often as they ſhall be 

called thither: I do not mean the divertiſement 

of Travel, or devotion of Pilgrimage , but the 
compulſion of Citations from that Court, where 

the attendance and expence is not likely to be 

leſs than' formerly it was, when it occaſioned 

the groans and ſad complaints of our Fore-fathers , 

which though they have eſcaped, our experi- 

mental knowledge ſufficiently appear in all our 

(k) Hiſtories. Or ſhould the Engliſh Law have kr ncyeg, 
ſome quarter given it, and be allowed a little * #en. 77. 
Chamber practiſe ,. this muſt be only in reference ***©* ©: 
to the Layty, All (/) Ecclehfiaſtics are under a ! Crit. 7rid, 
more perfect diſpenſation , and only accountable ** ©: 

to the Apoſtolic See either for their ARions or 

; concerns, the benefits of which though the Secu- 

lar Prieſts ſhare in ſome proportion, the Regu- 


lars much more libberally . enjoy, being owned 

by the, Pope (mm) as bis Soulaters and Pretorian m Hiſt.Concis. / 
bands, liſted under the Generals of their ſeve. 77/4. 7.2. 
ral Orders, maintained indeed at the coſt of 

the Countries - where they live, bur 'for the 

ſervice of their :-Soveraign abroad, to whom 

they owe an entire and blind-obedience : And that 

they may give no Hoſtages -to the State where 

they refide., are forbid to marry.. So that if- 

« Popery ; 
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Popery ' ſhould prevail, we muſt, beſides all 
charges neceſſary to ſecure our ſelves form for- 
reign enemies both by Land and Sea, conſtant! 
maintain a vaſt Artay of poſſibly an hundred 
thouſand men , for ſuch were the old numbers, 
to aſſure our ſlavery to the Roman Yoke. Nor are 
theſe Priviledges of the Church only perſonal, 
the places themſelves which theſe religious men 
poſſeſs are hallowed into SanQuaries, and give pro- 
rection unto any cirminal that treads within their 
threſholds, the moſt horrid murder or barba- 
rous villany is to have the benefit of the Clergy, 
and if the MalefaQor have bur time to ſtep into 
a Cloyſter, he fears no farther proſecution, 


VII. But beſides the inconvenience of ſubmit- 
ting to a foreign Law, that certain mark of fla- 
very, and the intolerable burthens that attend its 
execution, it will be of moment to adviſe how 
well our property and intereſt in our eſtates will 
ſtand ſecur'd; And though when Princes are upon 
their good behaviour, to be diſſeized of their do- 
minions, whenever they offend his Holineſs of 
Reme, the Peſant or the Gentleman have no great 
reaſon to expe indemnity : yet ſhould the Farm 
or Manor-houſe be too low a mark for the Roman 
1Thanderer to level at, 'tis not to be imagined the 
Lord Abbots and the Lands of all Religious hou- 
ſes will be paſt by as trifles. The Church is ever 


a Minor, and cannot be preſcribed againſt by time, 


or barr'd in. her claims, and our holy Father our 
of his Parernal care will find himſelf concern'd to 


vandicatethe Orphan committed to his truſt, Some 
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perchance whoenjoy thoſe Lands think they need 
not apprehend any thing, becanſe they hold un- 
der Acts of Parliament : But they who imagine 
chis ſhauld conſider, that the ſame ſtrength thar 
can repeal thofe Laws that eſtabliſh Proteſtancy, 
may alſodo as much for thoſe which ſuppreſs Re- 
ligious houſes : and no body can tell what the 
force and ſwing of a violent turn, eſpecially in 
England, may produce, where we [eldom proceed 
with coldneſs or reſerve. Ads of reſumption are 
not things unheard of in ours, or in forrein ſtories, 
Nor is the conſent of the Pope in Queen (x) XMa- 
ries dayes a better ſecurity ; for in caſe of a change 
of Religion all thote grants will be interpreted a 
bare permiſſion, and that conditional in order to 
rhe greatend of reclaiming an heretical Kingdom, 
which not being then accepted of, and finally ſub. 
mitted to, will not be thought obligatory wh. n 
Papiſts by their own $kill or intereſt have gotren 
the power into their hands. King /4ir/-s the Firſt 
yielded at the Iflz of () wizhr that the Church 
Lands ſhould be leaſed out for gg years, in order 
toa preſent peace and ſettlement of all things, 
through the interpoſition of a powerſul and vio. 
lent fa&ion it was not then accepted of : Does any 
man think the Obligation of leaſing for gg years 
remains now > Let our Lay-Abbors apply this to 
their caſe, and then judge whethge rhey upon 
2 revolution will be more ſecure of their Poſ- 
ſeſions than the late Purchaſers were, or whe- 
ther thoſe Purchaſers were not as confident of 
tranſmitting their Acquiſicions to their poſterity 
as any poſleſſor of Church Lands now is or has 

been 
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been. The King of Fraxce, not long fince has re- 
deemed back to the Crown thoſe demeſnes 


- which belong'd to it, paying back ſuch ſumms 


as were really laid out by-the Purchaſers ; and 
allowing the mean profits as intereſt for the mo. 
ney ſo laid out : Which method of procedure has 
been defended by very confiderable Arguments to 
be juſt and equitable, If che money expen- 
ced on the Church penniworths at the diſſolu- 
tion of Religious houſes were now refunded, and 
the advantage of above roo years profit already 
received were thrown into the bargain, though 
the preſent Proprietaries would have an ill ex- 
change , yet there would be ſo much plaufible- 
neſs in the grounds of it, as in the zeal and heart 
of a turn would not be eafily controul'd : eſpe- 
cially if it be farther preſt, that the firſt claim 
from the Acts of Parliament ſuppreſſing Church 
Lands appear to be not full an4 peremptory, the 
Lands of the firſt ſuppreſſion in the 27. year of 
Henry $. not feeming..to intend an alienation to 
common and ſecular uſes, but to have been veſt- 
ed inthe King in truſt, that the revenues might 
be employed (p) to the pleaſure of Almighty God, and to 
the honour and profit of this Realm, AS to the ſecond 
in 31 year of Hexry$. The Ac ſuppoſes, and is 
built upon the alienations legally made by the 
reſpetive Religious Houſes and Corporations , 
who are ſaid (q) of their own voluntary minas , goed 
wills and aſſents, without conſtraint, coattion, or compul- 
ſton of any manner of perſon or perſons by the due order 
aud courſe of the common Laws of this Realm of Eng- 


land , and by their ſufficient Writings ef Record under 
their 
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their Covent end common Seals, &c, Now to the ve- 
refying of theſe particulars a great. many doubt- 
ful circumſtances and nice points of Law are eafi- 
ly drawn in as requiſite, the ſuggeſting whereof 
in the forementioned caſes however ſlight and fri- 
volous they may be, no body can tell what force 
they will have when dilated on by a Roman Ca- 


tholic Advocate, and interpreted by an infallible 


Legiſlator, That all this is not an idle dream, 
ſuggeſted ro make Popery odious, will be mani- 
feſ toany one who will take pains to read what 
a French Marqueſs of that Religion has lately 
writteh on this very ſubje&t , who having repre- 
ſented us asa (7) People without Friends, without Faith, 


c 
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without Religion , Without probity, without any juſtice, France, c. 14, 


miſtruſtful, inconſtant to the utmoſt extremity, cruel, im- 
patient , gurmanidizers , proud, audacious, covetous, fit 
only for handy-flrokes and ready execution ; but incapa- 
ble of managing « War with diſcretion. After this 
friendly character he proceeds to ſhew by what 
ways and methods we are to be deſtroyed, which 
are firſt ro put ws to the expences of a War, and by rai- 
ſing of forces create a jealouſie between the King and his 
People. Then to amnſe us with fears of invaſion. T hird- 
ly, To ſtir up the ſeveral Parties among us, and to 
fawour one Seft againſt another, eſpecially the Catholics , 
promiſing ſecretly to the Benediftines as from the King 
of England, which they will eaſily believe, that they 
Aut be reſtored to all that the} formerly poſſeſt accord- 
ing to the Monafticon lately printed there : Whereaupon, 
ſayes this worthy Author, tbe Monks will move 
heaven and earth, and the Catholics will declare them- 
ſelves. It will not be material to tranſcribe the 
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whole: delrgn laid down for our deftraRion by this 
bold 'Wricer,” which with all other Machinations, 
the providenctoof. God, 'and. the prudence of his 


Sacred Majeſty will we hope fruſtrate. This is- 


enough 'to. ſhew that there are perſons in the 
world, who.can'yet nouriſh hopes of deſtroying 


the Natioli ; and. :repoſſeſſing the -Lands of the 


Chiirgh', 'and//in-printed books make a publick 
profeſſion of them. - | FT) 

-: - Bur if one general AR of Reſumption ſhould 

not diſſeize atone ſtroke all the 'Lay-Poſſeſfors of 

Church-Lands,!*ris plain that in'cale of Popery, 

by retail rhey will be all drawyy in, for what Pa- 

piſt in his lat Agonies will o6braia Abſolution 

without ſatisfaction firſt made to Holy -Church, 

for the Goods ſacrilegioufly detained 2 - Or how 

will he eſcape the lying in Purgatory at leaft, and 

frying there for ſeveral thouſands of years, who 

inſtead of having benefit from the Indulgences of 

fconcit. Trid, the Church, is Yolemnly tf) carſed and anathe- 

Onje-3; 2 matized with the worſt of Heretics in the 3ulls 

Ny erubin, C&x8, AS alſo the Declaration of the Council of 

92/lm- Trent , upon the ſeore of being Robbers of the 

Church? *'Tis not to be hoped they ſhould have 

any benefit from ' the Treaſure of the Church, 

who have enriched themſelyes with that real and 

material Trez{drebelonging to her, which is the 

only price that duyes the other. Indeed; they 

who without the plex of a precedent right in few 

centuries gaim'd to themſelyes a fifth part of the 

whole Kingdom, will not &qubt in a much ſhorter 

time, having the fore-mentioned pretences to re« 

coyer it again, Evehi the fix hundred forty five Abbies, 

where- 
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whereof twenty ſeven had: their Abbots Peers of 
England : The ninety Colleges, two thouſand three hun- 


dred ſeventy four Chantrics and free Chappel;, 
bundred 'and ten Hoſpitals, (t) which (beſides 


and one 


the le(- 


ſer Diſſolutioos of Templars, Hoſpitaiers, Friers 
Alien and others that preceded ) fell together 


under the hands of King Heary VIII, 


VIII. It would be farther weigh'd in reference 
co the Wealth and flouriſhing of the Kingdom, 
and what is neceſſarily required thereto, the Pre- 
ſervation of Trade , and the value of Lands and 


Rents that the more Popery grows, ' th 


e More 


will Idleneſs increaſe, the more Abbey-Lubbers, 
that. is, perſons exempted from contributing in 
any kind to the uſes of a. Stare either in War or 
Peace,” and yet maintain'd as drones on others 
ſweat and labours. The more it- increaſes, the 
more will Celibate or ſingle life prevail ; the 


more Daughters will be ſent to Nunneries 


abroad, 


till rhey can be fix'd at home, the more men 
will turn Prieſts and Friers, and ſo leſs people 


in the Nation which already has too few 
that the numbers in thoſe Societies may 


,. And 
be ſure 


ro be full, it is 'a known and caſtomary practice 
to entice and: ſpirit away Children from their 
Parents into: their Covents, from whence they 
cannot be withdrawn without Sacriledge, Of 
this abuſe complaint was made long ago in behalf 
of the Engliſh Nation ys to the Pope by (@) Rich. u Sermon pred- 


Fitz Ralph, called Armachanw, Anno 1360, 
without redreſs. Lay men, ſays he, refr 


though 
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ched before the 
Pope and Care 
dinals at Aves 


ſending their Sons to the Univerſities fearing to have "9 
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them 
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them tcken away from them, - chuſing rather to keep 
their Sons at home , and breed them to Hucbanary, 
than to loſe them by ſending them to the Schools : In 
my time there were thirty thouſand Students in Oxford, 
and niw there are net fix thouſand, ' and the great 
cauſe of this decreaſe in mumbers u the efereſail cir- 
cumventing of Youth.” To this Accuſation (x) william 
wiaford, a begging Frier, makes anſwer in his 
Apology for his Order, by undertaking to prove, 
That 'it. is very, lawful to' entice Children into their 
Covents without their ' Parents . conſent, Since the 
Reformation, what Arts have been uſed to 
People. the Seminaries- abroad , is a thing too 
notoriqus. to. need an account, if any deſire 
ſatisfation therein, he may have it from Mr. 
Wadworths Engliſh Spaniſh Pilerim, By this engag- 
ing of the Youth in Monafteries and Nunneries 
there will be as-many more idle hands, ſo by 
the more Holy-days which will be kept there 
will be the leſs work done; conſequently what 
15 done will 'be ſo much- the dearer, an ill ex- 
pedient- for promoting of Trade, for four days 
work muft perhaps maintain a man and his 
Family ſeven, The more Popery encreaſes, the 
leſs Fleſh will be eaten, a third part of the 
year being one way or other Faſting days, be- 
ſides particular Penances, as good an expedient 
for Rents, as the former was for Trade. To 
ſalve this, I expe& the Papiſts ſhould tell us, 
that great numbers of Forreiners of that Reli- 
Age will come and live among us, and ſupply 

y their numbers the other inconveniences : but 
the Engliſh Artificers and Merchants are already 
ſenſible 
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ſenſible of the miſchiefs which thoſe interloping 
Strangers which are here already do among us, 
and defire no new Colonies: Beſides, *'tis obvi- 
ous to any common underſtanding, that if the 
admiſſion of Popery bring in Forreiners, the 
diſcouragement of Proteſtancy will in greater 

and more diſadvantageous proportions drive out 
Natives: and though it be not certain who 
will gain by the change; 'tis manifeſt that the 
true Engliſh Intereſt will be a loſer by it, 


IX. But to proceed, Popery will bring in to private 
perſons a vaſt expence in Maſles, Diriges, Mortua- 
| ries, Penances, Commurations, Pilgrimages, In- 
| dulgences, Tenths, Firſt-Fruits, Appeals, Inve- 
ſtitures, Palls, Peter-pence, Proviſtons, Exem- 
ptions, Collations, Devolutions, Revocations, 
Unions, Commendams, Tolerations , Pardons , 
| Jubilees, &c. paid to Prieſts, the Pope and his 
| Officers; which upon computation amounted 
| to Three Millions per Annum, a great part there- 

of carried out of the Kingdom in a time when 
the Indies had not filled it with Gold and Silver, 
The tyranny was ſo intolerable, that the whole 
Nation proteſted againſt it in their Letter to 
the Council of (y) Zyons, Anno 1245. wherein y Tom. concit, 
| among other things they declare that the 7tali- **? 46% 
ans received hence yearly above ſixty thouſand Marks, 
beſides all other payments to the See of Rome, and 
carried out of the Kingdom a greater revenue than the 
King had, who was Tutor to the Church and was 
to ſuport the charge of the State, Which com- 


plaint yet had no other anſwer than delays, and 
2 
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a ſevere example to terrifie them , immediately 
made upon the Emperour Frederick the Second, 
againſt whom his Holineſs 72necenrt the Fourth 
then Pope, -to uſe: the words of the Ads of the 


' Council, ( =) Pronounced and thundred out the 


Sentence of Excommnication, net withoat the hor- 
rowr and amazement of all hearers and by-ſlanders. 


"Only the Annats or Firſt Fruits of Biſhopricks 


as they were computed in * Parliament, Anno 
1532,-in a-few years came to as hundred fixty 
thouſand pound ſterling ; it would be endleſs to 
audit the whole Account. As England was by 
the Popes tiled an Þ inexhauftible pit, ſo was 
there no bounds ſet to the induſtry of them 
who attempted to drain it. After a ſad com- 
plaint of the -Rapine, Avarice, and tyranny 
of the Pope and his Officers among us z (a) Mar- 
thew Paris breaks out into theſe words, we 
might there ſee heart-breaking grief, the cheeks of 
pious perſons drown'd in tears, the doleful moan that 
they made, and the fighs which they multiplied, ſaying 
with bleeding groans, It were better for tw to die, 
then behold the calamity of our Country and pions 
People of it. woe to England, who heretofore was 
Princeſs of Provinces , and Ruler of Nations, the 
mirrour of Excellence, and pattern of Piety, ws now 
become Tributary, wile perſons have trampled won 
her, and ſhe i a prey to the ignoble: But our mani- 
fold fins have procured theſe judgments from God, 
who in his anger for the iniqaity of his People has 
made a Hypocrite and Tyrant to rule over them, If 
Almighty God ſhould for the like Provocations 
put us again under the ſame Egyptian Task- 

maſters, 
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maſters, we need not doubt of the ſelf-ſame uſage, 
But now, for all this expence, *tis pleaſanc 
to examine what is to come back to us in ex. 
change; even Parciments full of Benedicions 
and Indulgences, ſtore of leaden Seals, Beads, 
and Ticketsz Medals, Agnw-Dei's, Roſaries, 
hallowed Grains, and Wax-candles, ſuch Traf. 
fic that an Indian would ſcarce barter for z ſuch 
pitiful Gauds , that would hardly bribe a child 
of a year old; and yet this is the goodly 
price they offer for all the wealth of a whole 
Nation, 


X, After this Tyranny over our Eſtates in 


the particulars rehearſed, there is a very re- 
markable one behind which will well deſerve to 
be conſidered : Itis (b) A4uricular Confeſſion, where 
not to mention its ill aſpe& upon Government, 
as being made an Engine of State, and Pick- 
lock of the Cabinets of Princes, ſealing up all 
things from the notice of the Magiſtrate; but 
making liberal diſcoveries g_ him yz hereby 
not only the Eſtate, but Soul and Conſcience of 
every private man are ſubjected to the Ayarice 
and Rapine, and withal the Humour and 
Caprice, the. Inſolence ant Pride, nay, Luft 
and Villany of a debauch:d Confeſſor z Every 
mortal ſin npon pain of Damnation muſt be 
confeſſed, and when the Penitent after great 
anxieties has freed himſelf from this diſquier, 
he muſt ſubmit to the Penance, however rigo- 
rous., or chargeable, or fooliſh, . which the 
Prieſt enjoyns , he and his Family are entirely m» 
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the power of this Maſter of their ſecrets, ; 
And if this Awe and Empire, however grie- 
vous, were the whole Inconvenience, *twere 
ſomething tolerable, it being to be hoped, thar 
ſo ſevere a Remedy would affright from Guilt ; 
but the very contrary happens: the Prieſt takes 
often benefit of the Sin which he abſolves from, 
and having the advantage of theſe two Points, 
that the perſon whoſe Confeſſion he has taken 
has loſt Modeſty, and that he can abſolve from 
the crime, it will be eafte to perſuade the repe- 
rition of that Sin, which his breath can eaſily 
blow away and render none. I ſhall not here 
mention on the other part the perfun@tory Pe- 
nances, which ſeem only impoſed to invite to 
ſin again, and thoſe authorized by a moſt au. 
thentic pattern, that of the Popes themſelves, 
for what Markets may we not expect from a poor 
Prieſt, when his Holineſs in his (c) Tax of the Apo- 
feolick Chancery has valued the moſt horrid crimes 
at ſo eafie rates as a few grofſes, or a Julio, and 
eighteen pence or half a crown compounds for the 
fouleſt moſt abominable guilt, Nay, when a vi- 
fit to a priviledg'd Shrine or Altar, and the bare 
recital of a ſhort prayer purchaſes pardon for 190, 
590, '546, 6646 days : Nay, for 7500, 10000, 
1000000' years according to the grants of ſe- 
veral Popes, to be ſeen for our great comfort 
and edification in the (4) Hore B. Virgins. So that 
the ſtory of that plump Confefſor , who for ſix 
Ads of Adultery is ſaid to have enjoyn'd the 
repetition of ſix Penitential Pſalms, and when 
*twas told him that there were ſeven of them, 
adviſed 
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2dviſed the YVotary to commit Adultery once 
more, and repeat the whole number, may ſeem 
' a very ſevere a& of Diſcipline, and beſides 
2 foll attonement for paſt fins ſupererogation 
for future ones. |, | | 
So that Vice being brought to this eaſie rate, 
beſides all other ay dra unleſs we will 
ſtand for-the honour of being Cuckolds, and 
have our poſterity ſhare the Title which. is 
proverbial in. Popiſh Countries, to be fils de 
Preſtre ;. it will concern us to look about us, 
while 'tis time, and prevent, theſe vile diſ- 
honours which are preparing for us, If ic ſhall 
be ſaid, that” tis not imaginable men ſhquld 
pervert ſo ſacred an. action, as: the. receiving 
of Confeſſions. to thoſe purpoſes : of ;villany 
that are ſuggeſted. . I an{wer firſt, That we 
may without breach of charity ſyppoſe thac 
thing poſhbly to be done , which 1s, notori- 
oully known to have been done-:..2$glſo, thar 
the horror, of the crime ,is5 competently allay- 
ed by their Doctrine, who think only; marriage, 
and not (e) fornication inconſiſtent, with the © $1454 comm. 
dignity of a Clergy-man. And therefore the © © 
Nepheys of great Clergy-men and Papes have 
in all Ages, been, owned and preferred , ahd 
moreover { f }fornication. has. been allowed to f Corret. 4gri7 
Prieſts and Friers: in. compenſation for their © * **1**** 
reſtraint from marriage, three or four Whores 
as part. of: their ſpirztua] preferment, I fay., 
21! chis being, put cogether,, thege-will, be.liccle 
hopes-to preſerve none in Families , where 
bu E x | lo 
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ther reaſon why we ſhquld. refit rhe growth 
of Dopery;''eve enegory a, that cati' be 
urged,” Seif<preſernation, to avoid Impriſonment 
6d Tnquifition , Fire: and Fagor, Maſſacres, 
Rathks-4nd - Gibbers, the known Methods by 
'whiel- the' Komanifts fupporr their Cauſe, and 
pibpapite their Fatth. Should that Se@ pre. 
vall ; the” Nonconformift ſhall-no longer com- 
pliin 'of a Bartholomew day, the Parifian Veſpers, 
which bore that date, wilt be reſumed again, 


" Afid filerice 211 complaints of them or us.: and 


xs his Holinefs thonghr fir 'to' celebrate that 
dirbarons villany, calling together, as (p) Thy. 
anus tells iS, his Cardinals mm to give 
thenks' to Almighty" Goa for fo great 4 bleſſing con- 
forred"upnithe Rimnan See,” aud rhe Ghritias world; 
ny, ® Fab:hte Was to be proclaimed through.the 
Chriftiarf World',' whereof the canfe was ex- 


* preſſed: Yo- prov: thamks ro God for deſtlroying in 
 Feince rhe exrmmres: of the Timth and of the Chireh, 


There" fy be fotind/ of rhis fide the Sea men 
who - wilt imitate. the © Ptiricess of | the holy 


| Feapue, -who-upot ſuch' encotragemencs. from 
| the See bf Rome, and for the greater glory of 


God, will be ready to conſrerate their hands 
ina: Maſficre here with us, It is yulgacly 
Kadwi what was dotic to the' poor” g/bipenſes 
and: #reldenſes * Bow thatly hundred thouſtnd of 
0. -” LVES- 


___* nab Wiiditim Popery «= yy: 
lives the plantiag 6f-the Reman Goſpel in, the 
Indies coſt : What crueltiey "were. practiled.ln. 
the Zpwr Countries by the Dake: & Afve; what 
bloud ip this Iſland in the days.of Queen 44arys 
what deſigned to be ſhed in the Powder Treaſon, 
and that by the privity and-djxetjon of the _ 
Pope himſelf as (4) Delrw informs us :in ſpight Wig __ 
of all che palliations. that are: now ſuggeſted «© © 
who withal adds, that his Holineſs Clement the 
VIII by his Bull 2 little before that time gaye 
order that wo Prieſt ſhould diſcover any thivg that 
came ts his knowledg in confeſſors to the bengfit of the 
Secular Goverwmept : It {eeming Cafer I0 £ ele 
good men. to break il] the Obligations of Duty 
and Allegeance, though bond by Qaths, than 
violate the Seal of Confeſhon, 'or put a ſtop ta 
that meritorious ;wotk: at' ore moment.to der 
ſtroy their Soveraignwith'a}] his Royal Family, 
- his whole Nobility and Senate, and ſybvert = 
Government. of their Natiye-Cguntry. But 
we need not ſeek for inſtances without our own . 
memories, 'the.carriage.of the (#) 1riſh Rebellion, _ 
where 'the Papiſts im s few moneths cut 7he 
Ehrodt3-1f1 about two hundred thruſans: innocent Pros 
Seftents of alb:Stxes and Ages, cannot be yet for- 
gotcen.'. 'Which A& was ſo meritorious as to 
deſervefrom-his. Holineſs a. moſt plenary Ingul- 
gence'fori aYthat were £oncerned in it,.(4),eoen , Pag.61. 
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flows,” crimes and dellinquences, how hainous and. 4ttro- 
* Nor tet any -man be fo fond to hope for 
better terns, -or Liberty of Conſcience, if Pos 
pery ſhould now prevail. Let us look into 
the world, and we ſhall ſee on all hands, that 
nothing is any where ſuffered - ro grow either 
under on Rrcar that Sect, Where Proteſtan- 
tiſm- Has. been fo ſtrongly fix'd as not to. be 
barter'd down at once, it has by degrees been 
perpetually 'undermin'd : witneſs the : Pro. 
ceedings —_ them 'in Poland and Hungary 
and feveral* pats' of Germany, the late Per- 
ſerytions ifi*-che Vallies of Pirdmonr,: and the 
ethos nſed{in France to demoliſh their. Tem- 
ples,” and diſable 'them for their Employments, 
2nd almoſt Exclude then» from common Trades. 
T'nced not enquire what is' now done in Urreche 
and* ther acquifirions ofi:the iZrench upon: the 
Hollander ; | this we ' are fure of ; Whatever 
Articles are, or can be made. of favour and 
compliance , *tis-ſomiewhat:1more :thanapro- 


- VGoxcit conſt. bable ( #'Y* DoArife., thar Paith'lis:notvto-'be 
ab/t. 7: ſuitiſm kept with” Heretics. - The'\ Feſgited, Romani 


is at large by Equivocations wor fty.ahy: thing, 
ahd by dirtRirg”of Iitenfoh tbidoVany thing; 
they can with 2"Very good: conſoiencetiffemble 


4 hr aut 1 and ptetent v207.ithes Proteſtanc 


felltdi\;” ine": thedevedons affiedthen 


Id6l: ters, tid thevfrom>ewpreſs:'Eicenac frine- 
dis - Holineſs \Pope""Clemenr the 'Eighch upon 
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Teſw, be preſent without any . ſcruple at the Rites 


and divine Offices of Infidels , Heretics and Schif- 


matics, Nay Peter (n ) Mafſeins makes it his n In vis.1gres, 
boaſt, that Jenatius Loyola imitated the Devil in *%*+ 


all his tricks, cheats and cunning, to Convert 
ſouls: and how his followers have tranſcrib'd 


that Pattern the world does know. 


Yet farther they, ſome of them atleaſt, can 
ſet up a new Goſpel, where there is not one 
word of the Croſs -of Chriſt; can worſhip 
Heathen Idols with that pitiful reſerve of 
having in their Sleeve a Crucifix, to which 
they privately dire& their Adoration: All 
which as they are notorious for , being com- 


plained of to the /o) Pope; fo are they un- oPalafox By. 
controui'd for ought appears and permitted by 


him. Indeed what converſation can there be 
with theſe men who are under no obligations 
of Society, no Character of notice or Diſtin- 
Gions; who at the ſame time are Prieſts and 
He&ors, Caſuiſts and Artificers, Presbyterians 
Anabaptiſts, Quakers, Theifts, Arheiits, and 
Let any 
honeſt ſober man judge what kind of Religion 
this is, in ic ſelf, and. how fic to be encourag'd 


amidſt all this very good Carholics. 


and {ubmitred to. . 


XII. To cloſe up all that has been ſaid; 


from uncontroulable Teſtimonies and Proofs, 
we have ſeen the influence which Popery has 


either heretofore or may hereafter 


mongſt us in all the great concerns of our 
Religion, 


ave @A- 


of Angelopolis 
in bis Letter to 
Pope Innoc, X. 
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Religion, our Prince, ont Laws, our Property 


our Countrey, 'our Families and Liyes, and 


_, found it evidently deſtrutive unto all: the 


inference from whence can be no other, bur 
that if we have any love of our Religion, any 
abhorrence of the grofſeſt Superſtition , Error 
or Idolatry, any m__ for. the ſafety of His 
Majeſty, 2ny care of gur Laws or our Eſtates, 
any concernment for the Strength, the Wealth 
or Numbers of our Nationz any defire to 
hold the Freedom of our Conſcience, the Vir- 
tue and the Honour of our Families ; and laſt. 
ly, any care of Self-Preſervation, to eſcape 
Maſlacres, and the utmoſt rage of Perſecution ; 
it will behoove us to beware of the prevail- 
ing of that Set, in whoſe Succeſſes we have 
reaſon to expe to forfeit all theſe Intereſts, 
eriſh our ſelyes, and bequeath Idolatry an4 
beggery and Servitude to our Poſterity, 


FINIS 


